
 FORT MEIGS UNION CEMETERY BOARD 
MINUTES – SPECIAL MEETING 

Monday, October 28, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

The Fort Meigs Union Cemetery Board met on the above date with the following members present:  Gary 
Britten, Jonathan Smith and Robert Warnimont. Also present were Superintendent Tom Friess, Assistant 
Superintendent Stephanie Cox and Fiscal Officer Linda Wilker.   
 
Mr. Warnimont opened the meeting. 
 
 Sink hole and related water/sewer matters. 
Mr. Warnimont provided a synopsis of the events.  There is a sink hole by the driveway and sidewalk in which 
the City and the Northwest District became involved.  Lake County Sewer (a private company) was here to run a 
camera through the line and, eventually, grout the sewer line.  Ultimately it was discovered that there is a septic 
tank on the other side of the driveway and the Cemetery is not connected to any sanitary sewer line.  Upon 
discussion of pumping the septic tank, Mr. Warnimont spoke to Bridgette Kabat, City Administrator, who 
confirmed that the Cemetery property is private from the City and it’s the Board’s responsibility to handle the 
matter.   
 
Mr. Britten asked if the City was planning to stop funding the Cemetery with tax dollars if the Cemetery is a 
private entity.  Mr. Smith clarified that the Cemetery is a separate entity from the City much like the school 
district. Mr. Friess stated that the City employees told him that they could do all the necessary work if Mrs. 
Kabat would approve it.  Mr. Smith stated that, in his discussion with Mrs. Kabat, he asked if the City had 
performed such work for another separate entity or private citizen and was told that the City had not and doing 
so would set a precedent.  Mr. Britten stated that the City does not help fund the school district but does help 
fund the Cemetery.   
 
Mr. Britten verified with Mrs. Wilker that the property is deeded to Fort Meigs Union Cemetery Board of 
Trustees.  Mrs. Wilker stated that she had a phone conversation with Mrs. Kabat just prior to the meeting and 
was told that the City Law Director ruled that the Cemetery was private property and that assisting with this 
matter would set a precedent for any other private property.  She added that Mrs. Kabat had spoken with 
Mayor Mackin and was told that he never said the City would ever help with anything at the Cemetery and that 
none of the City Public Utilities ever said that they were able to perform this work.  Mrs. Wilker stated that she 
understood the City held the deeds to the Cemetery but later discovered that the City Finance Director David 
Creps did not have and could not locate any deeds.  Mrs. Wilker spoke to an employee of the Wood County 
Recorder’s Office who indicated that there are at least 48 separate deeds to the Cemetery; someone would have 
to go the Recorder’s Office to assist in locating the deeds (which are filed geographically); and copies could be 
obtained for $2 per page.   
 
Mr. Britten asked if the former Fiscal Officer Betty Jefferis would know the whereabouts of the deeds since she 
was Fiscal Officer when the new property was purchased.  Mr. Friess said he remembers her being frustrated 
because the property was placed in the City’s name, due to having a loan on it, and not the Cemetery’s name.  
Mrs. Wilker asked why the property wasn’t changed to the Cemetery’s name since the loan had been paid off in 
2016.  Mr. Warnimont asked where the deed for the new property might be since there was a closing and Mrs. 
Wilker stated that she has never located a deed.  However, she added that she remembered seeing notations 
that the property was in the City’s name because the property had to be placed in the larger of the joint owners’ 
name at the time of the loan.  Mr. Friess stated that the he and Mrs. Jefferis also found out after the fact that 
the zoning on the property had been changed from commercial.  Mr. Britten asked if the search on the 
Recorder’s website could be narrowed down by date since the property with the office and septic tank were 
purchased in one transaction and Mrs. Wilker stated that she was told that entries prior to 1985 were dated as 
year 1001.  Also the Wood County Auditor’s property parcel numbers don’t correspond to anything in the 
Recorder’s deed files since property records are recorded differently in each office. 
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Mrs. Wilker clarified that the Cemetery’s funding was inside millage which is collected on behalf of an agency, 
such as the Cemetery, who is unable to collect taxes.  The funds are forwarded to the City who places them in an 
agency fund for distribution to the agency for which the millage was collected.  Mrs. Wilker stated her confusion 
as to the status of the Cemetery and the roles/responsibilities of its joint owners, i.e. the Township and City, 
since the Cemetery is considered a governmental special district with its own budget yet is supported by inside 
millage.  Mr. Smith requested a list of the items that the Township and City provide to the Cemetery over the 
course of the year as a way of support for his benefit.  Mr. Smith stated that, if the sewer matter had to be 
addressed by the Council, the matter would first go to committee then Council which would take time; however, 
the City administration may unilaterally make expenditures up to $25,000 to get a matter addressed 
immediately. 
 
Mr. Britten asked, based upon what Mr. Warnimont explained, if the septic tank is tied into the sanitary line.  
Mr. Warnimont explained that the septic tank needs to be pumped out to determine if it was tied into the 
sanitary line but all indications are that it is not.  Mr. Britten stated that the first thing to be done would be to 
have C & L Sanitation pump out the tank.  Mr. Smith asked, if the tank were tied into the line, would it still have 
to be removed.  Mr. Warnimont explained that the tank would stay in the ground but would be abandoned (or 
rendered useless) by crushing and backfilling it.  Mr. Britten asked if there were any problems with the 
Cemetery’s sanitation.  Mr. Friess stated there was not but that Lake County Sewer also had him open the lid for 
cleanout for the shop floor drains (which use a French drain) and was told it could be connected to a sewer line.  
Mr. Friess added that the City would pump out the cleanout every few years when it would back up. 
 
Mr. BRITTEN moved to authorize the Superintendent to contact C & L Sanitation to have the septic tank 
pumped. 
Seconded by Mr. SMITH. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motion carried. 
 
Mr. Friess asked if the City could run its camera after the septic tank is pumped out.  Mr. Britten remarked that 
the City probably wouldn’t since the Cemetery was deemed private property.  Mr. Friess asked why the City 
cleaned the ditch on the property a few years ago if it’s private.  Mr. Britten explained how ditches in the road 
right-of-way are the responsibility of the entity (county, city, township) who owns the road to maintain. A ditch 
that is not in the road right-of-way belongs to the property owner who may petition that it be added to the 
appropriate government entity’s maintenance program.  Mr. Smith showed Mr. Britten the City’s ditch 
maintenance map which indicated that the ditch and ravine located on Cemetery property are considered public 
and under the City of Perrysburg’s maintenance program.  Mr. Friess asked why the Cemetery has had to spend 
a good deal of time and money cleaning and maintaining the ditch bank if it’s under City maintenance. 
 
Mr. SMITH moved to authorize the Fiscal Officer the time and up to $250 to secure copies of the deeds for the 
property adjacent to State Route 25 and West Indiana Avenue where the septic tank, office and sewer lines in 
question are located from the Wood County Recorder’s Office. 
Seconded by Mr. BRITTEN. 
Mr. Warnimont asked if the charges could be placed on the Cemetery’s credit card since it earns rebates.  Mrs. 
Wilker stated that the County has a 2.75% surcharge for the use of credit cards.  Mr. Britten stated that Mrs. 
Wilker could take a signed check with her instead. 
Roll Call:  Britten YES; Smith YES; Warnimont YES; motion carried. 
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Mr. Friess asked if C & L Sanitation could also pump out the floor drain cleanout if the City was no longer willing 
to do so.  Mr. Britten thought they might be able to but probably not at the same time.  Mr. Warnimont stated 
that we may need to place funds in the budget every year or so to cover that cost.  Mr. Britten suggested calling 
Kyle Sherman to handle the septic tank abandonment.  Mrs. Wilker asked if Mr. Sherman would be pulling the 
permits from the Wood County Health Department and the Northwest District or would she be doing that.  Mr. 
Smith stated that he’d touch base with Alice Godsey, City Public Utilities Director, regarding running the camera 
through the line after the septic tank has been cleaned. 
 
Adjournment: 
Mr. SMITH moved to adjourn to 8:00 a.m. November 20, 2019 regular meeting. 
Seconded by Mr. BRITTEN.  Motion carried v.v. 
 
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Chairman      Fiscal Officer 


